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1. Introduction 

1. Global Carbon Council (GCC), MENA region’s first voluntary carbon offsetting program, is 
an initiative of Gulf Organization for Research and Development that aims to contribute to 
a vision of sustainable and low carbon economy of the region and help to catalyse climate 
actions on the ground and also ensure that the project construction and operations do not 
cause any net-harm to environment and society and contribute to United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals as per host country’s priorities. 

2. This standard provides the process and stipulates requirements for those GCC Projects 
which, in addition to reducing greenhouse gases (GHG), voluntarily intend to ensure that 
their project activity does not cause any ‘Net-harm’ to Environment and the Society and 
provides the possibility to demonstrate this achievement by obtaining additional 
certification label, called as ‘Environmental and Social Safeguards Standard’, carried out 
integrated manner together with the GCC Registration and Issuance Process. 

3. This standard has applied a unique approach and has been developed based on the 
analysis of various best practices and experiences on ground and approaches suggested 
by many publicly available publications and sources including the approaches applied by 
ISO 14001, CDM, Gold Standard, VCS (Now Verra) and IFC Safeguards, etc.  

4. This standard has been developed based on the provisions of the ‘GCC Program 
Framework’ (v1.0 – 2019) and therefore the provision stipulated in the above document 
shall also be applicable when using or applying this procedure. 

2. Integrating Environment and Social Safeguards into GCC 
Project Development 

5. This document has been designed to integrate the environment and social safeguards and 
their effective implementation in the GHG emission reduction project submitted to GCC.  

6. The requirements in this standard is not mandatory for GCC projects and the Project 
Owners may choose to voluntary apply this standard to demonstrate that the project 
activity does not cause any net-harm to environment and society and accordingly shall 
indicate their choice in the project submission form (PSF), which shall be verified ex-post 
by approved GCC Verifiers. 

7. This standard aims to provide the process, via integration with the GCC Registration and 
Issuance process: 

(a) To identify environmental and social impacts caused as a result of the construction 
and operations of the project activity; 

(b) To conduct ‘Do-No-Harm’ Risk Assessment to determine impacts that are 
categorised as ‘Harmful’;  

(c) To develop actions plans to contain or reduce or eliminate those impacts identified 
as ‘Harmful’;  

(d) To providing a framework of monitoring of the actions plans and its targets; and  

(e) To facilitate the verification by the GCC Verifier to certify that the GCC project 
activity does not cause any net-harm to environment and society. 

8. This standard provides requirements to establish safeguards for environmental and social 
impacts for:  



Environment and Social Safeguards Standard  

 

5 of 24 

(a) Project Owners to develop a plan and report in the GCC Project Submission Form 
(PSF) and allow the possibility to submit request for registration to GCC after a 
third-party project verification by approved GCC Verifier; 

(b) Project Owners to implement the plan and to conduct monitoring as described in 
the registered project documentation; report the outcome in the GCC Monitoring 
Report; and allow the possibility to submit request for issuance to GCC after the 
emission reduction verification by approved GCC Verifier; and 

(c) GCC Verifier to verify whether the project activity does not cause any net-harm to 
environment and society and to allow the possibility to achieve additional 
certification.  

3. Design of Environment and Social Safeguards and 
Mitigation Actions  

9. The GCC Project Owner shall design and define its plan by identifying and mitigating or 
eliminating the:  

(a) Environmental impacts that may be caused due to the project activity’ and to be 
included in the Project Submission Form (PSF) as per the Table 1(a), prior to 
Project Verification; and  

(b) Social impacts, that may be caused by construction and operations of the project 
activity, to be included in the Project Submission Form (PSF) as per the Table 1(b), 
prior to Project Verification.  

10. The Project Owner shall submit the information required in Table 1(a, b) and Table 3 and 
include it in the Project Submission Form (PSF). The following eight-step procedure shall 
be followed: 

(a) Step 1:  To identify Environmental and Social impacts caused as a result of the 
construction and operations of the project activity.  

(b) Step 2: Describe the impacts on: 

(i) Environment: that will result from the project activity, within the project 
boundary, over which the Project Owner has control, and beyond what would 
reasonably be expected to occur in the absence of project activity; and 

(ii) Society: on the stakeholders that will result from construction and operations 
of the project activity and shall ideally be identified at the conceptualization 
stage. 

(c) Step 3: Describe the applicable National Legal requirements /Limits related to the 
identified environmental/ social impacts. 

(d) Step 4: To conduct ‘Do-No-Harm’ Risk Assessment to determine the severity of 
the impacts and classify them into three categories as mentioned below: 

(i) ‘Not Applicable’: If there are no impacts then it will not cause any harm (is 
safe) and shall be indicated as ‘Not Applicable’ and therefore no actions are 
required to mitigate or eliminate the impact. 

(ii) ‘Harmless’: If impacts exist but are complying with the applicable National 
Legal requirements/within legal Limits, then it is unlikely to cause any harm 
(is safe) and shall be indicated as ‘Harmless’ and therefore no actions 
required to mitigate or eliminate the impact. 
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(iii) ‘Harmful’: If impacts exist but are not complying with the applicable National 
Legal requirements/ or exceed the legal limits, then it is likely to cause harm 
(may be un-safe) and shall be indicated as ‘Harmful’.  

(e) Step 5: Concrete action plans shall be developed to contain or reduce or eliminate 
those impacts identified as ‘Harmful’, and shall include: 

(i) The ‘Operational Control’ actions and best practices focussing on how to 
operate the project to reduce the impact within limits or eliminate them 
completely; or/and 

(ii) The ‘Risk Management Program’ actions (refer Table 3), focussing on 
additional actions (e.g., installation of pollution control equipment or 
construction of Creche for workers), that shall be developed to contain or 
reduce or eliminate those impacts.  

(f) Step 6: Describe the monitoring approach and the monitoring parameters 
corresponding to each impact that have been identified as ‘Harmful’ and to be 
described in the PSF/ Monitoring report as per the template provided in Table 3. 

(g) Step 7: To conduct ‘Do-No-Harm’ Residual Risk Assessment to re-evaluate the 
risks to determine the severity of the impacts after actions are planned/ 
implemented (as mentioned in step 5) for impacts that have been identified as 
‘Harmful’ and indicate whether the risks have been eliminated or reduced, and 
accordingly indicate the impact as ‘Harmless’ that requires no further actions to 
mitigate or eliminate the impact and therefore action plan can be considered 
accomplished. 

(h) Step 8: The Scoring shall be conducted by the Project Owner as: 

(i) For each impact, the Project Owner shall confirm whether the GCC project 
activity does or does not cause any harm to environment and society. If the 
conclusion is that the project activity is: 

a. not causing any harm, mark score as ‘+1’; and  

b. causing harm, mark score as ‘-1’ 

(ii) Calculate ‘Net Score’, which is obtained after adding all the individual scores 
(as mentioned in step 8-(i) above) corresponding to each impact (harmful or 
harmless) in each row and last column of the Table 1(a, b). 

(iii) If the ‘Net-score’ is:  

a. greater than 1 or equal to zero, the overall impact is positive and there 
is ‘No-Net-harm’; and  

b. less than 1, the overall impact is negative and there is a ‘Net-harm’.  

(i) Step 8: Once the Project Owner confirms that the GCC project activity does not 
cause any ‘Net-harm’ to environment and society, it can be submitted to GCC 
Verifier. 

4. Performance of the defined Environment and Social 
Safeguards and Mitigation Actions 

11. The GCC Project Owner shall report the performance of environment and social 
Safeguards as explained in the registered project document. This shall be reported in the 
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Monitoring Report as per the Table 2(a, b) and Table 3, prior to start of emission reduction 
verification.  

5. Third-party Verification of Environment and Social 
Safeguards and Mitigation Actions 

12. During Project Verification, the approved GCC Verifier shall also conduct verification of 
the of the defined ‘Environment and Social Safeguards and Mitigation Actions’ as reported 
in the PSF.  

13. The GCC Project Verifier shall provide, as a part of the GCC Project Verification Report, 
a written assurance called as Project Certification Statement that:  

(a) Confirms that the project activity has described and identified all the impacts on: 

(i) Environment, as identified in Table 2 (a) in the Monitoring report, which is 
within the project boundary, within the control of Project Owners, and beyond 
what would reasonably be expected to occur in the absence of project 
activity; and 

(ii) Society and stakeholders, as identified in Table 2 (b) in the Monitoring report, 
which may result from construction and operations of the project activity; 

(b) Describes how the GCC Verifier has assessed the claims that the project is likely 
to achieve the identified action plans and targets to manage risks to the levels that 
do not cause any ‘Net-harm’ as committed voluntarily in the PSF;  

(c) Confirms that the GCC project activity is not likely to cause any ‘Net-harm’ to 
environment and society; and  

(d) Includes reporting as per Table 2 (a, b) in the Verification report. 

14. During emission reduction verification, for the chosen monitoring period, the approved 
GCC Verifier shall also conduct verification of the performance and achievement of 
defined ‘Environment and Social Safeguards and Mitigation Actions’ as committed in the 
PSF and reported in the Monitoring Report as per Table 2 (a, b). 

15. The GCC Emission Reduction Verifier shall provide as a part of the GCC Emission 
Reduction Verification Report, which contains a written assurance called as Emission 
Reduction Certification Statement that:  

(a) Confirms that the GCC project activity has actually not caused any ‘Net-harm’ to 
environment and society; 

(b) Describes how the GCC Verifier has assessed that the project has actually 
achieved the targets identified in the Action Plans to manage risks to the levels that 
do-not cause any ‘Net-harm’ as defined in the PSF and the Monitoring Report; and  

(c) Includes reporting as per Table 2 (a, b) in the Verification report. 
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Table 1(a): Matrix for Identifying Environmental Impacts, Establishing Safeguards and ‘Do-No-Harm’ Risk Assessment by Project Owner in PSF 

Impact of Project Activity on 

 

 

Information on Impacts, ‘Do-No- Harm’ Risk Assessment and establishing Safeguards Project Owner’s 
Conclusion 

Description 
of Impact  

Legal 
requirement 

/Limit 

‘Do-No- Harm’ Risk Assessment Action Plan to reduce 
harmful impacts  

‘Do-No- Harm’ Residual Risk 
Assessment 

Self-declaration 

‘Not 
Applicable’ 
(No actions 
required) 

‘Harmless’ 
(No actions 
required) 

‘Harmful’ 
(Actions 
required) 

Operations 
Control 

Risk 
Management 

Program  

Re-evaluate 
Risks 

Monitoring Explanatio-
n of 

Conclusion 

Will the 
project 
not-
cause 
any 
harm? 

Environmental 
impacts on the 
identified 
categories given 
below. 

This has been 
sourced from the 
CDM SD Tool 
and the sample 
reports are 
available: 

https://www4.unfc
cc.int/sites/sdcmi
crosite/Pages/SD
-Reports.aspx  

Indicators for 
Environmental 
impacts 

Describe the 
Environmental 
impacts that 
will result from 
the project 
activity within 
the project 
boundary, 
over which the 
Project 
Owners have 
control, and 
beyond what 
would 
reasonably be 
expected to 
occur in the 
absence of 
project activity. 

Describe the 
applicable 
National Legal 
requirements 
/Limit related 
to the 
identified 
Environmental 
impacts. 

If there are no 
Environmental 
impacts, then 
it will not 
cause any 
harm (is safe) 
and shall be 
indicated as 
‘Not 
Applicable’ 
(No actions 
required) 

If 
Environmental 
impacts exist, 
but are below 
the applicable 
National Legal 
Limits, then it 
is unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is safe) 
and shall be 
indicated as 
‘Harmless’ 
(No actions 
required) 

If 
Environmental 
impacts exist, 
but are above 
the applicable 
National Legal 
Limits, then it 
is likely to 
cause harm (is 
un-safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
‘Harmful’ 
(Actions 
required) 

Describe the 
‘operational 
control’ 
actions and 
best 
practices 
focussing on 
how to 
operate the 
project to 
reduce 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’.  

Describe the 
‘Risk 
Management 
Program’ 
actions (refer 
Table 3). 
focussing on 
additional 
actions (e.g., 
installation of 
pollution control 
equipment) 
planned to 
reduce impacts 
that have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’. 

Re-evaluate risks 
after actions are 
planned/ 
implemented 
(refer to previous 
two columns) for 
impacts that have 
been identified as 
‘Harmful’ and 
indicate whether 
the risks have 
been eliminated 
or reduced and 
accordingly, 
indicate 
‘Harmless’ (No 
actions required) 

Describe the 
monitoring 
approach 
and the 
monitoring 
parameters 
correspondin
-g to each 
impact that 
have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’ and 
to be 
described in 
the PSF/ 
Monitoring 
report (refer 
Table 3). 

Describe 
how the 
Project 
Owner has 
concluded 
that the 
project is 
likely to 
achieve the 
identified 
Action Plans 
and targets 
to manage 
risks to the 
levels that 
do-not cause 
any harm. 

Mention 
whether 
the 
project is 
likely to 
manage 
risks to 
the levels 
so that 
the 
impacts 
do-not 
cause any 
harm 
(Mark +1 
for Yes or 
and -1 for 
No) 

Environmental Safeguards 

Environment 
- Air 

Reducing Sox 

emissions 
           

Reducing Nox 
emissions 

           

Reducing Fly 
ash emissions 

           

Reducing 
suspended 
particulate 

           

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
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matter (SPM) 
emissions 

Reducing Non-
Methane Volatile 
Organic 
Compounds 
(NMVOCs)  

           

Reducing Noise 
Pollution 

           

Reducing 
Odours 

           

Reducing Dust            

Other air quality 
improvements 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

            

Environment 
- Land 

Preventing 
pollution from 
end of life 
products/ 
equipment (solid 
waste) 

           

Producing/ using 
compost to 
enhance soil 
quality 

           

Producing/ using 
manure, mineral 
fertilizer or other 

soil nutrients to 
enhance soil 
quality 

           

Irrigation to 
enhance soil 
fertility 
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Preventing soil 
erosion 

           

Minimum tillage 
to preserve soil 

           

Other means to 
improve land 
quality 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

            

Environment 
- Water 

Improving 
management/co
ntrol of 
wastewater 

           

Saving/ 

conserving of 
water 

           

Improving 
reliability/ 
accessibility of 
water supply 

           

Purification/ 
cleaner water 
supply 

           

Improving 
ecological state 
of water bodies 

           

Other means to 
improve water 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

Environment 
– Natural 
Resources 

Protecting 
mineral 
resources 

           

Protecting/ 
enhancing plant 

life 
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Protecting/ 
enhancing 
species diversity 

           

Protecting/ 
enhancing 
forests 

           

Protecting/ 
enhancing other 
depletable 
natural 
resources 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

Note: If the score is: (a) greater than 1 or equal to zero, the overall impact is positive and there is no-net harm; and (b) less than 1, the overall impact is negative and there is net harm to Environment. Score is obtained after 
adding the individual scores in each of the rows in the last column of the above table. 

Net Score:  

Project Owner’s Conclusion: The Project Owner confirms that the Project activity (does / does not) cause any Net-harm to Environment. 
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Table 1(b): Matrix for Identifying Social Impacts, Establishing Safeguards and ‘Do-No-Harm’ Risk Assessment by Project Owner in PSF 

Impact of Project Activity on 

 

 

Information on Impacts, ‘Do-No- Harm’ Risk Assessment and establishing Safeguards Project Owner’s 
Conclusion 

Description 
of Impact  

Legal 
requirement 

/Limit 

‘Do-No- Harm’ Risk Assessment Action Plan to reduce 
harmful impacts  

‘Do-No- Harm’ Residual Risk 
Assessment 

Self-declaration 

‘Not 
Applicable’ 
(No actions 
required) 

‘Harmless’ 
(No actions 
required) 

‘Harmful’ 
(Actions 
required) 

Operations 
Control 

Risk 
Management 
Program  

Re-evaluate 
Risks 

Monitoring Explanatio-
n of 

Conclusion 

Will the 
project 
not-
cause 
any 
harm? 

Social impacts on 
the identified 
categories given 
below. 

This has been 
sourced from the 
CDM SD Tool 
and the sample 
reports are 
available: 

https://www4.unfc
cc.int/sites/sdcmi
crosite/Pages/SD
-Reports.aspx  

Indicators for 
Social impacts 

Describe the 
Social impacts 
on the 
stakeholders 
that may result 
from 
construction 
and operations 
of the project 
activity and 
shall be 
identified at 
the 
conceptualizati
on stage. 

Describe the 
applicable 
National Legal 
requirements 
/Limit related 
to the 
identified 
Social 
impacts. 

If there are no 
Social 
impacts, then 
it will not 
cause any 
harm (is safe) 
and shall be 
indicated as 
‘Not 
Applicable’ 
(No actions 
required) 

If Social 
impacts exist, 
but are 
complying with 
the applicable 
National Legal 
requirements/
within legal 
Limits, then it 
is unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is safe) 
and shall be 
indicated as 
‘Harmless’ 
(No actions 
required) 

If Social 
impacts exist 
but are not in 
compliance 
with the 
applicable 
National Legal 
Requirements, 
then it is likely 
to cause harm 
(is unsafe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
‘Harmful’ 
(Actions 
required). 

Describe the 
‘operational 
control’ 
actions and 
best 
practices 
focussing on 
how to 
operate the 
project to 
reduce 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’. 

Describe the 
‘Risk 
Management 
Program’ 
actions (refer 
Table 3). 
focussing on 
additional 
actions (e.g., 
construction of 
Creche for 
workers) 
planned to 
reduce 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’. 

Re-evaluate risks 
after actions are 
planned/ 
implemented 
(refer to previous 
two columns) for 
impacts that have 
been identified as 
‘Harmful’ and 
indicate whether 
the risks have 
been eliminated 
or reduced and 
accordingly, 
indicate 
‘Harmless’ (No 
actions required) 

Describe the 
monitoring 
approach and 
the monitoring 
parameters 
corresponding 
to each impact 
that have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’ and 
to be 
described in 
the PSF/ 
Monitoring 
report (refer 
Table 3). 

Describe 
how the 
Project 
Owner has 
concluded 
that the 
project is 
likely to 
achieve the 
identified 
Action Plans 
and targets 
to manage 
risks to the 
levels that 
do-not cause 
any harm. 

Mention 
whether 
the 
project is 
likely to 
manage 
risks to 
the levels 
so that 
the 
impacts 
do-not 
cause any 
harm 
(Mark +1 
for Yes or 
and -1 for 
No) 

Social Safeguards 

Social - Jobs New long-term 
jobs (> 1 year) 

           

New short-term 
jobs (< 1 year) 

           

New sources of 
income 
generation 

           

Disease 
prevention 

           

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
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Social - 
Health & 
Safety 

Reducing 
accidents 

           

Reducing crime            

Preserving food            

Reducing health 

damaging indoor 
air pollution 

           

Enhancing 
health services 

           

Improving 
sanitation and 
waste 
management  

           

Other health and 
safety 
improvement  

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

Social - 
Education 

Job related 
training 

           

Enhanced 
educational 
services 

           

Project-related 
knowledge 
dissemination 

           

Other 
educational 
benefits 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

Social - 
Welfare 

Improving 
working 
conditions 
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Community or 
rural 
advancement 

           

Poverty 
alleviation (more 
people above 
poverty level) 

           

Improving 
wealth 
distribution/ 
generation of 
income and 
assets 

           

Increased 
municipal 
revenues 

           

Optimized 
women's 
empowerment 

           

Reduced traffic 
congestion 

           

Welfare Other 
welfare benefits 

           

Note: If the score is: (a) greater than 1 or equal to zero, the overall impact is positive and there is no-net harm; and (b) less than 1, the overall impact is negative and there is net harm to Society. Score is obtained after adding 
the individual scores in each of the rows in the last column of the above table. 

Net Score:  

Project Owner’s Conclusion: The Project Owner confirms that the Project activity (does / does not) cause any Net-harm to Society. 
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Table 2(a): Matrix for Reporting Project Owner’s Conclusion Regarding Environmental ‘Do-No-Harm’ Risk Assessment in Monitoring Report  

Impact of Project Activity on 

 

 

Information on Impacts, ‘Do-No- Harm’ Risk Assessment and establishing Safeguards GCC Project 
Verifiers Conclusion 

Description 
of Impact  

Legal 
requirement 

/Limit 

‘Do-No- Harm’ Risk Assessment Action Plan to reduce 
harmful impacts  

‘Do-No- Harm’ Residual Risk 
Assessment 

3rd Party Audit 

‘Not 
Applicable’ 
(No actions 
required) 

‘Harmless’ 
(No actions 
required) 

‘Harmful’ 
(Actions 
required) 

Operations 
Control 

Risk 
Management 

Program  

Re-evaluate 
Risks 

Monitoring Verification 
Process 

Will the 
project 
not-
cause 
any 
harm? 

Environmental 
impacts on the 
identified 
categories given 
below. 

This has been 
sourced from the 
CDM SD Tool 
and the sample 
reports are 
available: 

https://www4.unfc
cc.int/sites/sdcmi
crosite/Pages/SD
-Reports.aspx  

Indicators for 
Environmental 
impacts 

Describe the 
Environmental 
impacts that 
may result 
from the 
project activity 
within the 
project 
boundary, 
over which the 
Project 
Owners have 
control, and 
beyond what 
would 
reasonably be 
expected to 
occur in the 
absence of 
project activity. 

Describe the 
applicable 
National Legal 
requirements 
/Limit related 
to the 
identified 
Environmental 
impacts. 

If there are no 
Environmental 
impacts, then 
it will not 
cause any 
harm (is safe) 
and shall be 
indicated as 
‘Not 
Applicable’ 
(No actions 
required) 

If 
Environmental 
impacts exist, 
but are below 
the applicable 
National Legal 
Limits, then it 
is unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is safe) 
and shall be 
indicated as 
‘Harmless’ 
(No actions 
required) 

If 
Environmental 
impacts exist, 
but are above 
the applicable 
National Legal 
Limits, then it 
is likely to 
cause harm (is 
un-safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
‘Harmful’ 
(Actions 
required) 

Describe the 
‘operational 
control’ 
actions and 
best 
practices 
focussing on 
how to 
operate the 
project to 
reduce 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’.  

Describe the 
‘Risk 
Management 
Program’ 
actions (refer 
Table 3). 
focussing on 
additional 
actions (e.g., 
installation of 
pollution control 
equipment) 
planned to 
reduce impacts 
that have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’. 

Re-evaluate risks 
after actions are 
planned/ 
implemented 
(refer to previous 
two columns) for 
impacts that have 
been identified as 
‘Harmful’ and 
indicate whether 
the risks have 
been eliminated 
or reduced and 
accordingly, 
indicate 
‘Harmless’ (No 
actions required) 

Describe the 
monitoring 
approach 
and the 
monitoring 
parameters 
correspondin
-g to each 
impact that 
have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’ and 
to be 
described in 
the PSF/ 
Monitoring 
report (refer 
Table 3). 

Describe 
how the 
GCC Verifier 
has 
assessed 
that the 
project has 
achieved the 
identified 
Action Plans 
and targets 
to manage 
risks to the 
levels that 
do-not cause 
any harm. 

Mention 
whether 
the 
project 
and the 
impacts 
does-not 
cause any 
harm 
(Mark +1 
for Yes or 
and -1 for 
No) 

Environmental Safeguards 

Environment 
- Air 

Reducing Sox 
emissions 

           

Reducing Nox 
emissions 

           

Reducing Fly 

ash emissions 

           

Reducing 
suspended 
particulate 

           

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
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matter (SPM) 
emissions 

Reducing Non-
Methane Volatile 
Organic 
Compounds 
(NMVOCs)  

           

Reducing Noise 
Pollution 

           

Reducing 
Odours 

           

Reducing Dust            

Other air quality 
improvements 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

            

Environment 
- Land 

Preventing 
pollution from 
end of life 
products/ 
equipment (solid 
waste) 

           

Producing/ using 
compost to 
enhance soil 
quality 

           

Producing/ using 
manure, mineral 
fertilizer or other 

soil nutrients to 
enhance soil 
quality 

           

Irrigation to 
enhance soil 
fertility 
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Preventing soil 
erosion 

           

Minimum tillage 
to preserve soil 

           

Other means to 
improve land 
quality 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

            

Environment 
- Water 

Improving 
management/co
ntrol of 
wastewater 

           

Saving/ 

conserving of 
water 

           

Improving 
reliability/ 
accessibility of 
water supply 

           

Purification/ 
cleaner water 
supply 

           

Improving 
ecological state 
of water bodies 

           

Other means to 
improve water 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

Environment 
– Natural 
Resources 

Protecting 
mineral 
resources 

           

Protecting/ 
enhancing plant 

life 
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Protecting/ 
enhancing 
species diversity 

           

Protecting/ 
enhancing 
forests 

           

Protecting/ 
enhancing other 
depletable 
natural 
resources 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

Note: If the score is: (a) greater than 1 or equal to zero, the overall impact is positive and there is no-net harm; and (b) less than 1, the overall impact is negative and there is net harm to Environment. Score is obtained after 
adding the individual scores in each of the rows in the last column of the above table. 

Net Score:  

GCC Verifier’s Opinion: The GCC Verifier confirms and certifies that the Project activity (does / does not) cause any Net-harm to Environment. 



Environment and Social Safeguards Standard  

 

19 of 24 

Table 2 (b): Matrix for Reporting Project Owner’s Conclusion Regarding Social ‘Do-No-Harm’ Risk Assessment in Monitoring Report  

Impact of Project Activity on 

 

 

Information on Impacts, ‘Do-No- Harm’ Risk Assessment and establishing Safeguards GCC Project 
Verifiers Conclusion 

Description 
of Impact  

Legal 
requirement 

/Limit 

‘Do-No- Harm’ Risk Assessment Action Plan to reduce 
harmful impacts  

‘Do-No- Harm’ Residual Risk 
Assessment 

3rd Party Audit 

‘Not 
Applicable’ 
(No actions 
required) 

‘Harmless’ 
(No actions 
required) 

‘Harmful’ 
(Actions 
required) 

Operations 
Control 

Risk 
Management 

Program  

Re-evaluate 
Risks 

Monitoring Verification 
Process 

Will the 
project 
cause 
any 
harm? 

Social impacts on 
the identified 
categories given 
below. 

This has been 
sourced from the 
CDM SD Tool 
and the sample 
reports are 
available: 

https://www4.unfc
cc.int/sites/sdcmi
crosite/Pages/SD
-Reports.aspx  

Indicators for 
Social impacts 

Describe the 
Social impacts 
on the 
stakeholders 
that may result 
from 
construction 
and operations 
of the project 
activity and 
shall be 
identified at 
the 
conceptualizati
on stage. 

Describe the 
applicable 
National Legal 
requirements 
/Limit related 
to the 
identified 
Social 
impacts. 

If there are no 
Social 
impacts, then 
it will not 
cause any 
harm (is safe) 
and shall be 
indicated as 
‘Not 
Applicable’ 
(No actions 
required) 

If Social 
impacts exist, 
but are 
complying with 
the applicable 
National Legal 
requirements/
within legal 
Limits, then it 
is unlikely to 
cause any 
harm (is safe) 
and shall be 
indicated as 
‘Harmless’ 
(No actions 
required) 

If Social 
impacts exist, 
but are not 
complying with 
the applicable 
National Legal 
requirements/
Limits, then it 
is likely to 
cause harm (is 
un-safe) and 
shall be 
indicated as 
‘Harmful’ 
(Actions 
required) 

Describe the 
‘operational 
control’ 
actions and 
best 
practices 
focussing on 
how to 
operate the 
project to 
reduce 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’.  

Describe the 
‘Risk 
Management 
Program’ 
actions (refer 
Table 3). 
focussing on 
additional 
actions (e.g., 
construction of 
Creche for 
workers) 
planned to 
reduce 
impacts that 
have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’. 

Re-evaluate risks 
after actions are 
planned/ 
implemented 
(refer to previous 
two columns) for 
impacts that have 
been identified as 
‘Harmful’ and 
indicate whether 
the risks have 
been eliminated 
or reduced and 
accordingly, 
indicate 
‘Harmless’ (No 
actions required) 

Describe the 
monitoring 
approach and 
the monitoring 
parameters 
corresponding 
to each impact 
that have been 
identified as 
‘Harmful’ and 
to be 
described in 
the PSF/ 
Monitoring 
report (refer 
Table 3). 

Describe 
how the 
GCC Verifier 
has 
assessed 
that the 
project has 
achieved the 
identified 
Action Plans 
and targets 
to manage 
risks to the 
levels that 
do-not cause 
any harm. 

Mention 
whether 
the 
project 
and the 
impacts 
does-not 
cause any 
harm 
(Mark +1 
for Yes or 
and -1 for 
No) 

Social Safeguards 

Social - Jobs New long-term 
jobs (> 1 year) 

           

New short-term 
jobs (< 1 year) 

           

New sources of 
income 
generation 

           

Social - 
Health & 
Safety 

Disease 
prevention 

           

Reducing 
accidents 

           

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/sdcmicrosite/Pages/SD-Reports.aspx
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Reducing crime            

Preserving food            

Reducing health 
damaging indoor 
air pollution 

           

Enhancing 
health services 

           

Improving 
sanitation and 
waste 
management  

           

Other health and 
safety 
improvement  

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

Social - 
Education 

Job related 
training 

           

Enhanced 
educational 
services 

           

Project-related 
knowledge 
dissemination 

           

Other 
educational 

benefits 

           

Add more rows 
in required 

           

Social - 
Welfare 

Improving 
working 

conditions 

           

Community or 
rural 
advancement 
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Poverty 
alleviation (more 
people above 
poverty level) 

           

Improving 
wealth 
distribution/ 

generation of 
income and 
assets 

           

Increased 
municipal 
revenues 

           

Optimized 
women's 
empowerment 

           

Reduced traffic 
congestion 

           

Welfare Other 
welfare benefits 

           

Note: If the score is: (a) greater than 1 or equal to zero, the overall impact is positive and there is no-net harm; and (b) less than 1, the overall impact is negative and there is net harm to Society. Score is obtained after adding 
the individual scores in each of the rows in the last column of the above table. 

Net Score:  

GCC Verifier’s Opinion: The GCC Verifier confirms and certifies that the Project activity (does / does not) cause any Net-harm to Society. 
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Table 3: Format for monitoring ‘Risk Management Program’ Action Plan 

Data / Parameter: XX 

Objective of ‘Risk 
Management 
Program’ Action Plan 

Risk Management Program’ Action Plan for XXXXXXX (RMP XX) 

Purpose: 
To mitigate /reduce the environment /social impact identified as ‘Harmful’ on risk 
assessment and to develop a ‘Risk Management Program’ Action Plan to xxx. 

Describe environment 
/social impact that 
needs to be mitigated. 

 

Describe the action 
plan on how the 
project will reduce or 
eliminate/ mitigate 
impacts to the levels 
that it does-not causes 
any harm. 

Describe the ‘Risk Management Program’ actions focussing on additional 
actions (e.g., installation of pollution control equipment) planned to reduce 
impacts that have been identified as ‘Harmful’. 
 

‘Risk Management 
Program’ Action Plan 
to establish and 
achieve the objective: 

 

 

S.No. Activity Responsibility Resource 
Requirements 

Target 
Date 

Key 
Performance 
Indicators (KPI) 

Objective 
achieved 
on 
(mention 
date) 

1       

2       

3       

4       

5       

6       

 

Date of Closing the objective:   

 

QA/QC 
procedures: 

 

Describe whether the 
project has achieved 
its objectives? If yes, 
describe the outcome. 
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Version Date Comment 

V 1.0 25/06/2019 ▪ Initial version released for approval by GCC 
Steering Committee.  

▪ This version contains details and instructions on 
the information to be provided, consequent to 
latest developments world-wide (e.g., CORSIA 
EUC).   
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